Elgin’s Q125
Celebration!
June
20, 21 & 22, 2014

Tentative
schedule:
Committee members emphasized this is
only tentative and some things are subject to
change in the months leading up to the event.

Friday, June 20, 2014

• Festivities will begin with a flag dedication/welcome
home heroes program at the cemetery north of Elgin.
Chairperson for the event, scheduled to get underway
at 8:30 a.m., will be Gary Hoefer.
• Chaired by Paula Jensen and Wes Prater, a cemetery
walk will be held at 9 a.m. A number of people with
historical ties to the community are buried in the
cemetery. Students will be positioned in different areas
and give the history of that person. Students will likely
be dressed in period pieces.
“I think it will really be interesting,” Reicks said.
• Activities will then switch to the Pope John Central
Catholic school building at 9:30 a.m. where there will
be science and craft projects for students to participate
in. Chairperson will be Betty Getzfred.
• Setting up that morning for a three-day stint will
be a Black Powder group on the CVA field near North
Street. Chairpersons for the event will be Brian and
Dodie Mack. They will set up camp and live like in the
pioneer days.
• During the morning hours, Ron Wilkinson hopes to
set up a trail ride from near Neligh to eventually wind
up in Elgin by noon.
• Starting at 10:30 a.m. and running to 3 p.m. at the St.
Boniface Catholic Church will be a quilt display along
with an art show. Chairpersons will be Juan Hoefer and
Nancy Shavlik for the three-day event.
• Tentatively scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on Friday will
be a re-enactment of a bank robbery. Chairperson Keith
Heithoff said he hopes to have bank robberies staged on
two of the three days of the celebration.
• Lunch on Friday will be served at the KC Hall by
representatives from PJCC and St. Boniface Elementary
schools. More details to follow.
• The air-conditioned EHS gymnasium will be the
setting for a wedding dress style show beginning at 1
p.m. Chairperson will be Emily Borer.
• Many activities will be held at the Q125 Celebration
Center (Q Center) which will be set up between the
Elgin Medical Clinic and CVA Hardware. The first such
activity will be a teenage quiz bowl to be chaired by
Peggy Payne. It will begin at 2 p.m.
• A favorite of Elgin residents, water fights will be
held for young and old, male and female, beginning at
2:30 p.m. just east of Dean Henn’s house. The location
is the same spot as water fights have been held for years
as part of Vetch Days.
• Opening ceremonies for the Q125 will be held at the
Q Center, starting at 6:30 p.m. Much of the activities
surrounding the ceremonies will not be revealed, but it
promises to be outstanding, Reicks said. Adjacent to the
Q Center will be a beer garden.
• Evening activities will feature a free show paid for
by the Elgin Koed Group (EKG). Dueling Pianos will
be at the Q Center. Reestman said a contract has been
signed with performers from Chicago who will put on
a variety of music and comedy.
• The Elgin Community Club will sponsor Richards
Amusements carnival for all three nights of the Q125
celebration.

Saturday, June 21, 2014

• Activities will get underway at 7 a.m. with
a 5K Run/Walk. Chairperson will be Amy
Selting.
• Scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. near
the Elgin City Park will be a kiddie

parade. Chairperson for the parade
will be Stacy Shumake-Henn.
• Agriculture will be celebrated,
beginning at 10 a.m., with a tractor drive.
Chairperson LeRoy Kerkman said the event will
be similar to what was done near Petersburg last year.
Farmers driving tractors will tour what many hope to be
the completed Prairie Breeze Wind Energy farm wind
turbines in the morning, returning around noon, then
going back out after lunch to the Cedar Creek area. The
event will be open to tractors 25 years or older.
• The Young N’ Lively club will sponsor inflatables
at the park for children up to teenagers to enjoy. The
inflatables will be open to the public from 11 a.m. well
into the afternoon hours.
• Beginning at noon on the lot west of the Elgin
Swimming Pool will be a Civil War re-enactment.
Chairperson for the event will be Donna Mackel.
• Todd Heithoff will serve as chairperson for a texting
competition for youth, starting at 1 p.m.
• Kids races will be held Saturday afternoon at the
park. At the present time, no person has been found to
serve as chairperson.
• The Elgin Community Center will be the site for
live entertainment and a pie social to begin at 1:30 p.m.
• “Let’s Play Ball” will be the words heard when a
‘Ball Game’ featuring teams from Neligh, Petersburg
and Elgin square off at the ball field at 3 p.m. But,
according to Reestman, it won’t be like any baseball
game seen in Elgin before. Players will wear ball gowns,
use purses for gloves and wear women’s shoes. The
announcer will be EPS Superintendent Dan Polk.
• Evening activities will include the beer garden being
open. Elgin Public and St. Boniface High Schools will
be holding their alumni banquets that night at locations
in Elgin.
• A street dance, beginning at 8 p.m., will feature a
band popular in the region and is sponsored by EKG.

Sunday, June 22, 2014

• The final day of the Q125 celebration will begin
with the annual Fly-In Breakfast at Koinzan Airport.
Starting at 7 a.m., pancakes will be served.
• A community worship service will be held at the
park, commencing at 9 a.m.
• Duane Esau will serve as chairperson for a car show
to be held at a location to be determined. Other ‘shows’
will include a tractor show near One Stop to be chaired
by Stan Voborny, and a semi-truck show chaired by
Chris and Eric Beckman.
• The afternoon will feature parade registration
starting at 12 noon. Chairperson will be Bev Clark.
There will be 6-7 announcing stands along the parade
route. More information about the parade will be
released at a later date. The parade is scheduled to
begin at 2 p.m.
• Reicks said a special treat for persons attending
the celebration and parade will be a performance by
‘Sheltered Reality’ a drum group playing after the
parade, at approximately 4 pm at the Elgin Public
School’s gymnasium. who will play for an hour.
• A variety show will be held at the EHS gymnasium,
following the “Sheltered Realty” performance, approx.
5 pm.
• Closing ceremonies will be held at the Q Center,
starting at 7:30 p.m. followed by music and a beer
garden.
• The celebration will come to a close with a large
fireworks display put on by the Elgin Volunteer Fire
Department, beginning at 10 p.m.
Reicks said he had someone raise a concern about
the large number of events over a three-day span. He
responded, “Every 25 years I think we can party for
three days in a row.” The remark received a round of
applause from those at the community center.
Also during the meeting, updates were given on the
progress of a history book, and the availability
of t-shirts, cookbooks and other souvenir
items. “We’re still a work in progress,”
Reicks said about the celebration. “But
we’re off to a heckuva good start.”

